
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Empowering Epilepsy 
 
  
Your Project Title: Empowering Through the Arts 

Your Project Summary: Art therapy is a restorative way for people who have epilepsy to express their 

thoughts and feelings and empower their everyday lives. Throughout 2018, we will hold 3 6-week art 

therapy sessions for adults living with epilepsy, and 2 family programs that will include one Art Therapy 

Program and one Music Therapy Program. Both groups will provide a supportive environment in which to 

create art, discuss feelings, and explore new ways of problem solving. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The Empowering Through The Arts project provides 

public benefit for epilepsy patients and their families through art therapy services, beautifully blending art, 

health and human services. By training art therapists in the special needs of epileptic patients, the program 

expands care capacity. The applicant partners with service providers to expand awareness and access to 

the program. The project will have a valuable and lasting impact on program participants. The organizational 

capacity is strong. The application would be strengthened by including a participant support letter. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I love this application and initiative very much. What a beautiful and inclusive venture. This has 

huge public benefit as it is making a safe space for community members who suffer from epilepsy and their 

families to have a place of solace, refuge, and creative outlet. I imagine that suffering from epilepsy and/or 

taking care of a person with epilepsy can be a saddening and isolating experience. EE is not only bringing 

awareness to that, but also is doing the work to combat this issue! I hope very much that this evolves and 

offers the chance for the general public to come to a showcase and see the artistic work that comes from 

the 6-week art therapy programs. And lastly, I am happy to read that if there are community members who 

cannot afford the $50 tuition, Empowering Epilepsy will offer scholarships. That is vital because there are 

people who are living with epilepsy, who are already struggling with doctors bills, etc. and $50 might be a 

stretch for them. Thank you EE for making scholarships an option. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This program demonstrates a clear understanding of an isolated community that has definite 

needs. The organization has designed a program that engages the community need and benefits the 

community around those directly affected as well. The partnerships created to help produce the event 

ensure a strong artistic product that directly meets the medical and artistic needs of the participants. This 

application is well-crafted and addresses the public benefit, artistic vibrancy, and organizational capacity. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Clear understanding of the community. Opening up voices for a community that often goes 

unrecognized. Great plan. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This is a very strong program with a clearly defined community that they would like to serve. 

They know their community well enough to have clearly identified a need and the proposed program meets 

the identified need for community and community building while also providing additional health and 

psychological benefits. The dual purpose of this program and its strengths in both of those areas could 

have been better highlighted. The goals and their measurement should be better articulated. The goals 

seem to be a departure from what the rest of the application set up as a strong focus on building community. 

The measurements are actually a list of the benefits of the program and not a means of collecting 

information that would let the organization know if they actually achieved their stated goals. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

